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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 08235 241948Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-IO NSAE-00 PA-02 COME-00 EB-08 LAB-04 SIL-OI 
HA-05 ICA-20 /090 W 

104442 2505I9Z/I7 

R 24I623Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6452 

SECDEE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION USNATO 

USCINCEUR 

USNMR SHAPE 

UNCLAS LONDON 08235 

E. O. 11652:NA 
TAGS: UKMORGMPOL 

SUBJECT: DEBATE ON UK ARMED FORCES PAY 
REP: A) LONDON 6634; B) LONDON 6528 

1 . ALL THE QUALITY PAPERS GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO 
THE MAJOR DETAILS AT THE DEBATE IN COMMONS ON 22 MAY 
CONCERNING ARMED SERVICES PAY. 

2. THE DEBATE WAS CHOSEN BY THE OPPOSITION (ON A DAY 
WHEN IT HAS THE RIGHT TO SELECT THE SUBJECT) AND THE 
CONSERVATIVES USED THE STANDARD PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
FOR EXPRESSING LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN A MINISTER BY 
TABLING A MOTION CALLING FOR MULLEY'S PAY TO BE CUT BY 

A HALF. SIR IAN GILMOUR (SHADOW DEFENSE SPOKESMAN) 

OPENED WITH AN ATTACK ON THE LEFT-WING TRIBUNE GROUP IN 
PARTICULAR AND THE LABOR PARTY IN GENERAL FOR ITS 
NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD DEFENSE MATTERS. THE 
CONSERVATIVE CENSURE MOTION AGAINST MULLEY WAS DEFEATED 
BY A GOVERNMENT MAJORITY OF 14, 267 VOTES TO 28L. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 08235 241948Z 


3. DURING THE DEBATE MULLEY ANNOUNCED A NEW PENSION 
PLAN FOR THE ARMED FORCES AND GILMOUR PLEDGED THAT IF A 
CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT IS ELECTED, IT WOULD RESTORE 
COMPARABILITY OF SERVICE PAY WITH CIVILIAN PAY IN 1979 
(RATHER THAN THE GOVERNMENT'S TARGET OF APRIL 1980). 
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